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Synopsis

More than three thousand years have passed since the first events recorded in Frank Herbert’s
DUNE. Only one link survives with those tumultuous times: the grotesque figure of Leto Atreides,
son of the prophet Paul Muad’Dib, and now the virtually immortal God Emperor of Dune. He alone
understands the future, and he knows with a terrible certainty that the evolution of his race is at an
end unless he can breed new qualities into his species. But to achieve his final victory, Leto Atreides

must also bring about his own downfall . . .
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Customer Reviews

A text whose depth of religious, historical, philosophical and emotional insights touch at the very
essence of what humanity is. As someone who has read the 6-books of the Dune series more than
7-times each, | find God Emperor to be a gifted presentation set within the perspective of a truly
unique point-of-view. As with the entire Dune series, Herbert forces us to focus within ourselves to
answer the deeper questions and issues raised so masterfully in his book. The relationship and
dialogues between the God Emperor Leto, and Moneo, his Majordomo has to be some of the most
insightful, honest theater in Si-Fi history. From the silent obeyance of the massive Nayla, or the
fostered rebellious attitudes of Siona, the shimmering "Golden Path’ that will finally and forever
perpetuate humankind in the Universe has been set into place personally by Paul Atreides’ son
Leto. With Leto’s selfless sacrifice of an unimaginable 3,500-years, his metamorphosis of worm and

man; man and God, legend and religion with his logical-brilliance of the all-female "Women of the



Imperial Guard", the Fish Speaker Army that holds an iron-grip on the human universe- Herbert
creates the single most enjoyable, readable, profound, and meaningful book in his timeless
collection. This book also ties the Paul Atreides side of the Dune series to the Bene Gesserit-led
books in a singular, keystone fashion. The development of the Ixians, and the Tleilaxu; the
downgrading of the Guild, and the Bene Gesserit and the extermination of CHOAM and the Great
Houses add a great deal to both the overall and continuing plot lines of the Dune series. More so
than the rest of the series, this book forces a closer examination of religious, social and

interpersonal beliefs, and in a truly long-term thinking frame.

First, let me get this out of the way. If youwere annoyed by some of the abstruse and occasionally
pretentious dialogue in the first three books (esoecially the third) then you won't like this book in all
probability. If you love action and excitement and an intense plot, and thats what youre looking for,
you won't like this book in all probabilty.That said, this book is easily the best book in the Dune
series (only the first can compete; and that is because it sets up the world). The setting is a
quantum leap from the first one; there is virtually no connection to the petty feuding world of Dune,
with the intense Fremen and their intense culture.This book revolves around 5 characters: Hwi
Noree, Siona, Moneo, Leto Il and Duncan ldaho, the ever present ghola. The idea of Duncan ldaho
being constantly resurrected struck me as as an interesting conceit, and it played well into the story
(Leto’s psychological analysis of Duncan based on his resurrections is also interesting).Of these five
characters, Moneo and Leto are easily the most interesting. They form a perfect foil- Leto, so
intelligent and so far beyond the normal human awareness that his thoughts cant help being nearly
incomprehensible, and Moneo, the former rebel who was converted by his visions of the Golden
Path and is now staid in his duty and unquestioning in his belief.Figuring out what exactly the
Golden Path is- the path that Maud’Dib could not bring himself to contemplate and that Leto took
upon himself in place of Ghanima- is a tussle.lt is an immensely enjoyable tussle, however. Leto
seems to be saying, by being the ultimate power-holder and despot of this universe, | accomplish

too things.

| personally think Herbert could have ended his series here, as he manages to accomplish, with
Leto Atreides Il, all of the things he didn’t manage with Paul. I'm going to reveal a ton of plot here,
so bear with me. [Reading a review about what happens and reading the book are two different
experiences, anyway, so you won'’t lose anything by reading what | type here.]At the end of Children

of Dune, Paul’s son Leto Il had merged with the "sandtrout" (larval form of the Dune sandworms) to



become a super-human monster who was very close to invincible. It is speculated at the end of that
book that he could live for 4,000 years. As God Emperor of Dune opens, it is 3,508 years after the
events of Children, and Leto’s sandtrout have transformed him into a human-sandworm hybrid, the
only such animal in existence. Arrakis is now totally terraformed, and Leto has a tyrant’s grip on the
empire’s dwindling supplies of the spice, melange.Leto is a more powerful telepath than his father,
and has the memories of all his ancestors--male and female--upon which to draw. He has become
sensitive to moisture, and mostly lives in a citadel near the desert portion of Arrakis. Around him, the
Bene Gesserit, the technologists of Ix, and the genetic manipulators of Bene Tleilax continue to
weave their schemes in an effort to find his "secret stash" of spice.The God Emperor has
transformed society on an unprecedented level. Every world reflects the same pattern of life, and
has been frozen by a ban on space travel. Only Leto’s "Fish Speakers," an army composed entirely

of women, are allowed free travel, and they perform the roles of conquerers and "civilizers.
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